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PROUD BOYS

DO BLACK LIVES 
STILL MATTER?

SIMPLE WAYS TO BE 
AN INFORMED VOTER

POLITICAL COMPASS 
QUIZ

What are the ‘proud 
boys?’ A conversation 
more Americans need 
to start having.

Black Lives Matter: A 
movement that we can-
not let be put to rest.

What can you do to 
make sure you are 
ready for the upcoming 
election?

Where do you re-
ally fall on the Political 
Compass? Find out on 
page 22!

OCTOBER SURPRISE



It felt like a revolution was beginning, 
seemed like a real change was coming. 
But after a few months, the energy 

changed. The movement wasn't being 
posted or talked about anymore. Everyone 
took off their all-black outfits, tucked 
away their protest shoes and threw out 
their posters. 
 
 Was this all done out of post-
quarantine boredom? 

 On May 25th and the few weeks to 
follow, it seemed like the world stopped. 
Minneapolis police killed George Floyd; 
one officer with his knee on Floyd's neck 
while the others stood by and did nothing. 
 
 His death prompted a surge of 
demonstrations that focused on the 
Black Lives Matter movement. They 
started in Minneapolis and spread like 
wildfire. According to the Armed Conflict 
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Location & Event Data Project (ACLED), there 
were over 7,750 recorded demonstrations 
linked to Black Lives Matter between May 26th 
and August 22nd. The protests happened in 
more than 2,440 locations across all 50 states; 
95% of these were peaceful, 5% were violent. 
 
 I, myself, took part in the protests. I 
didn't get to attend every one, but I signed 
numerous petitions, posted my thoughts on 
the issue every single day and made the one 
protest I went to count! This summer brought 
light to victims of police brutality. The list of 
names were posted and reposted everywhere. 
We called for justice for the victims of 
unsolved cases. The protests also gave us the 
opportunity to remember men like Michael 
Brown, Eric Garner, Freddie Gray, Philando 
Castile, and Trayvon Martin, whose killing 
originally sparked the Black Lives Matter 
movement. 

 One demonstration that everyone 
seemed to take part in was Blackout Tuesday. 
Online businesses shut down for eight minutes 
and 46 seconds, which was the exact time it 
took for Derek Chauvin to murder George 
Floyd. Users on Instagram and Twitter 
posted a black square with the hashtag 
#blackouttuesday and some people even 
changed their profile pictures to black circles. 
For some, this was just one of the ways they 
were using their voice or platform to support 
the movement. For others, however, it was the 
only time they spoke up. 
 
 While demonstrations remain ongoing, 
they have gradually declined since the peak 
in late May and early June. Why is this 
happening? Is there a need to march or post? 
It seems like there isn't. Most of the black 
community declared that they were willing 
to cut off anyone who didn't stand by them, 
myself included. Was it just a feeling of being 

pressured that had people speaking out? If so, 
we must keep applying that pressure.  
 
 There was a lot of debate surrounding 
the protests and everyone had their opinions. 
When the protests first began, things were 
a little out of control. Looting occurred and 
many people had a problem with that. They 
claimed it didn't make the situation better, but 
why were people angrier about a Target than 
the black lives that were taken by police? Were 
the black lives less important than buildings 
that were burned down? 
 
 It seems that way now. There are fewer 
petitions being signed or shared and fewer 
people speaking up. There is a lack of interest 
in the topic once again. Are we just going to 
leave matters in the hands of current/former 
athletes? As America's future leaders, we must 
do better. Bring back the petitions and plan 
for peaceful marches again. Let's start holding 
people accountable for staying silent. The 
brutality is still happening, even if we don't 
know about every case. One saying that stuck 
with me throughout the whole movement is 
"silence is violence." 
 
 What will you do to help put a stop to 
it?
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2020 PRESIDENTIAL
DEBATE REACTION

As voters settled in to watch the first 
presidential debate of 2020, I would 
guess many had an idea of what was to 

come. Reports came out that both candidates 
were looking to attack the other on hot-topic 
policy issues and were trying to figure out the 
best ways to get under the other’s skin. This is to 
be expected. 
 But I wonder if they knew the extent of 
what the evening would bring. Or if Chris 
Wallace knew that he would be filling the role 
of a babysitter, not a moderator. While 
presidential debates have always gotten a bit 
heated, this one set a landmark for the most 
uncivil debate between two candidates. 
 A good summary of last night 
It certainly proved to be the most childish. If 
the debate stage was a first grade classroom, 
President Trump would have been held inside 
for recess. It’s amazing to me that out of all the 
candidates that ran for election in this year’s 
primary, these are the two we have to choose 
from. 
 Who will you choose? 
 President Donald Trump, who needed 
to be reminded throughout the night that it’s 
rude to speak when it’s someone else’s turn, or 
former Vice President Joe Biden, who is past his 
prime and struggled to convey a fully formed 
thought many times throughout the course of 
the evening. In early November, one of these 
two men, who just spent an hour and a half 
bickering, insulting, and interrupting one 
another, will be named our president. 
 I have been able to vote in two elections 

and both of them have left me with lackluster 
choices. The first debate served to exacerbate 
not only my presidential frustrations, but many 
others concerning the United States as well. 
Many saw no winner in the debate, but the 
American people as the clear loser. No matter 
which candidate you side with, there should be 
universal embarrassment regarding this debate. 
 From the very beginning, it became 
clear that President Trump’s main objective 
would be to bulldoze Biden with a barrage of 
personal attacks and interruptions. This has 
been a classic Trump tactic since the beginning 
of his campaign leading up to the 2016 election. 
Early on, it worked like a charm. Biden was 
easily flustered and couldn’t cut through the 
noise. President Trump forced Biden to stray off 
topic and lose his train of thought throughout 
much of the first part of the debate, which made 
Biden appear confused and disorganized. 
 But President Trump also made many 
mistakes. His constant interjections and 
interruptions of Joe Biden reflected poorly on 
his character. Though the majority of voters 
have made their minds up already, the minority 
who are still on the fence may see President 
Trump’s behavior during the debate as 
immature and unpresidential. In addition, he 
dodged a significant amount of questions and 
deflected blame back to Biden instead of 
answering Chris Wallace’s questions directly. He 
also rambled on about the action his 
administration has taken to prevent climate 
change and sounded uneducated on the topic. 
Many of the claims ended up being false after 
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being investigated by independent fact-
checkers. 
 But most importantly, President 
Trump failed to denounce white supremacist 
groups despite being given multiple chances. 
Wallace gave him an opportunity to make a 
firm statement condemning white 
supremacist ideology, but President Trump 
danced around the question and never did so. 
He even went as far as to tell a well-known 
hate group, The Proud Boys, to “stand back 
and stand by”. 
 It should not be difficult for the 
President of the United States to speak out 
against white supremacy. Somehow, it is for 

Donald Trump. 
 That being said, it was excruciating to 
watch Biden miss out on opportunities to 
capitalize on Trump’s mistakes. Though, in 
my opinion, he took the higher road and held 
a more presidential demeanor overall, he 
failed to attack Trump on critical issues all 
night long. Biden should have absolutely 
hammered on Trump about releasing his tax 
returns. This is a topic he has avoided for 
years and Biden could have used this golden 
opportunity to make him answer some tough 
questions. Instead, President Trump was 
mostly able to dodge the subject again, 
despite the New York Times report claiming 
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that he hasn’t paid federal income taxes in 10 
out of the last 15 years. This was Biden’s time to 
shine and he failed miserably. 
 He mentioned that the American people 
should be able to see Trump’s tax returns, but 
didn’t harp on the issue like he should have. 
This was something President Trump did well 
that Biden did not: whenever a controversial 
issue arose, Trump hammered on it until Biden 
was forced to give some sort of answer. Biden 
let Trump off the hook far too often. His main 
strategy throughout the debate was to criticize 
President Trump’s record, but he did so without 
any substantial proof to back up his claims. He 
also fell into the trap that many Democratic 
candidates did during the primary, which was 
to criticize Trump’s policies without offering up 
any solutions of their own. 
 He became a victim of Trump’s 
distractions early on, as he constantly allowed 
himself to be pushed off topic. It was rare that 
he was able to form a complete thought in these 
circumstances, which made his points seem like 
nothing more than incoherent rambling. This 
plays right into Trump’s hands, as he has 
consistently pushed the narrative that Biden is 
suffering from cognitive decline. 
 Over the course of the night, however, 
Biden settled in and turned in a stronger 
performance than I expected. After initially 
becoming easily distracted by Trump’s 
outbursts, he was eventually able to work 
through it and speak directly to the American 
people by looking straight into the camera. 
Biden did a fine job handling attacks about his 
son, Hunter, which was expected to be a hot 
topic in the debate. Trump accused Hunter 
Biden of receiving $3.5 million from the ex-wife 
of Moscow’s mayor, but went too far when he 
attacked Hunter for his past drug use. Biden 
took advantage of this and acknowledged that 
Hunter did have issues with drugs in the past, 
but has overcome these issues like many people 

across America today. 
 Not only did he shut down the issue, but 
he also used this as an opportunity to appear 
relatable and make Donald Trump look 
insensitive for bringing it up in the first place. 
Climate change was another issue where Biden 
dominated. While Trump rambled on about 
how great he has been on environmental issues, 
Biden took over and rolled out actual plans on 
how his administration would tackle global 
climate change. This was perhaps his best 
moment of the night, as he got directly to the 
point and laid out a vision for the future. 
 Former Vice President Biden also did an 
excellent job of differentiating between peaceful 
protests and riots following the police shootings 
of Breonna Taylor and many other black 
Americans. He condemned looting and rioting, 
while praising peaceful demonstrations. This is 
a line that President Trump has often tried to 
blur, which made it even more crucial that 
Biden made the difference between the two 
quite clear. He was able to walk the fine 
line between supporting good police 
officers and holding bad ones accountable. 
 Trump then tried to accuse Biden of 
wanting to defund the police, which he 
strongly denied. He followed up by saying 
that good police officers should be 
supported and that he wants police 
departments to have the funding necessary 
to make meaningful reforms possible. 
Biden also touched on how law 
enforcement and the black community 
will have to collaborate effectively to 
achieve real progress in solving this dire 
situation, which was a great message for a 
divided country. 
 After watching this abomination in 
its entirety, I can say with honesty that I 
don’t think either candidate is the best fit 
for the presidency. I do not have 
confidence that either man can lead our 
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country in the direction it needs to go. 
Trump was the clear instigator of this 
whole debacle, but Joe Biden needed to be 
more assertive and dominant when it was 
his turn to speak. 
 Donald Trump is a national 
embarrassment who tried to bully his way 
through this debate and through his four 
years in the White House. But Joe Biden is 
no angel either. Biden has been extremely 
confrontational at times on the campaign 
trail, has been accused of inappropriate 
conduct, told radio host Charlamagne that 
“you ain’t black” if he considers voting for 
Donald Trump, told an auto worker he 
was “full of shit” during a confrontation 
about the second amendment, called a 
New Hampshire voter a “lying, dog-faced 
pony soldier” (whatever that means), and 
has told multiple voters not to vote for 
him if they disagree with policies instead 
of trying to sway them. Not only that, but 
he has an inconsistent voting record on 
issues he claims to have supported 
throughout his whole career. 
 There is a hashtag that has been 
trending on social media recently called 
#SettleforBiden. In November, I’ll be 
going to the polls and doing exactly that: 
settling. 

 What it comes down to is that, as 
flawed of a candidate as he is, Biden’s 
views are more closely aligned with the 
issues that I care about. More importantly, 
I see the words and actions of President 
Trump as incredibly dangerous and 
divisive. I do not see the possibility of unity 
amongst the American people if his 
presidency continues. While Biden may 
struggle to achieve full unity in our 
country, at least he will make the attempt 
to bring us together. Donald Trump relies 
and thrives on the American people being 
divided. Also, any president should be able 
to definitively denounce white supremacist 
groups. Our current one has not, despite 
being given many opportunities to do so. 
President Trump and I are on opposite 
sides of many social issues that are closest 
to my heart and therefore I cannot support 
him. Despite the many reservations I have 
about Joe Biden, it is easy for me to choose 
him over Donald Trump. For a second 
straight election, I’m forced to choose 
between the lesser of two evils instead of a 
candidate that I truly see eye-to-eye with. 
 Consider this my official, yet 
extremely reluctant, endorsement for Joe 
Biden as President of the United States.



PROUD BOYS: THE RACISM, 
FASCISM, AND HISTORY

According to Wikipedia, the ‘Proud Boys’ are a far-right, neofascist, 
and male only organization. They encourage political violence, they 
also encourage white men to join, yet in the past they have claimed 

to be “non-violent” and “not white supremacists.” In November 2018, the FBI 
stated that the Proud Boys are officially an extremist group with ties to white 
nationalism. They have been known to be misogynistic, Islamophobic, anti-
immigration, anti LGBTQ+, and anti-Semitic. 
 According to the Wall Street Journal, Gavin McInnes, the former co-CEO 
of VICE media, founded the group in 2016. He essentially started the group as a 
“fraternity” for men to drink and talk about western culture, but then the Boys 
started becoming violent. Many times, they have insisted that the “rumors” of 
their violence and racism aren’t real and that they acted out of self-defense, but 
these claims have been proven false as members of the Proud Boys have been 
convicted of violence on multiple occasions. There are multiple chapters of the 
Proud Boys around the United States and there are leaked videos of the Proud 
Boys being violent during protests and other gatherings. 
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supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia in 
August 2017. 
 4.) The Protest in Oregon on August 
22, 2020. 
 These are just a few of many protests 
that the Proud Boys have been a part of, and 
often disrupted or caused violence. 
 No one really talks about the Proud 
Boys when it comes to violence in protests. 
Especially with the far-right, they tend to 
blame the protesters, saying they started it, or 
its “ANTIFA’s fault.” However, according to 
data gathered from sources like acleddata.com, 
nearly 95% of the protests are peaceful. So, this 
makes us wonder, what about the other 5% 
then? Is it safe to say that the violence from 
the other 5% could be started by the Proud 
Boys, a hate group that is not only known 
for its white supremacy, but also for their 
violent nature? Is it safe to say, that President 
Trump not only backs them up, but so does 
their founder? 
 All these questions bring up needed 
conversation; we should be talking about 
this more. The Proud Boys aren’t brought up 
enough when it comes to issues like the Black 
Lives Matter peaceful protests, or violence 
during protests in general. Perhaps if we start 
addressing this issue, then actions will take 
place to dismantle such a violent group.

 According to splcenter.org, the Proud 
Boys are a hate group who believe that by 
spreading violence and white nationalism, they 
will create the “modern world.” Ironically, this 
would take us backwards, not to a better, more 
modern world. 
 In the past, President Trump hadn’t 
shared his support for the Proud Boys. 
However, in October 2019, Trump Jr. posted 
a photo of him with the Proud Boys. And on 
Tuesday, September 29, Trump announced 
during the debate for the Proud Boys to 
“Stand Back, and Stand By,” when he was 
asked to condemn white supremacy. Instead 
of condemning racism, President Trump 
insinuated he was in support of the Proud 
Boys. 
 According to adl.org, the Proud Boys 
have participated in quite a lot of protests: 
 1.) The California protests at the 
University of California-Berkley in 2017 
 2.) The neo-Nazi “White Lives 
Matter” rally in Shelbyville, Tennessee in 
October 2017. 
 3.) The “Unite the Right” white 
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FASCISM: A LOOMING 
THREAT TO DEMOCRACY

This is not an issue of political alignment, nor 
is this piece to be read as an attack on my 
peers who identify with more conservative 

ideologies. Certain problems exist globally and 
within our nation that have been unrightfully 
politicized, rather than addressed as nonpartisan 
issues. Unfortunately, if we continue to discuss 
these issues less as defacto problems that must be 
solved and more as topics that we can argue over it 
will eventually, and inevitably, mean mass injustice 
toward more than just a select group of individuals, 
but to all of the persons in the United States. 

 I want to talk about fascism. The word itself 
is polarizing, which in turn hinders any productive 
conversation on the matter. For many, the word 
conjures a very specific image. For those on the 

left, the word brings up images of an ethnic elite 
oppressing those who don’t fit into the oppressor’s 
vision of purity. For those on the right, it’s Big 
Brother limiting the rights and liberties of those 
below to think and act freely. 

 The thing about fascism that so many fail 
to realize is that it is not one political ideology. 
Fascism cannot be associated with right or left, 
capitalism or communism. Fascism is actually 
a political phenomenon. In his 2004 book, The 
Anatomy of Fascism, the American political 
scientist and historian Robert Paxton defined 
fascism as such:

          “(Fascism is) a form of political behavior 
marked by obsessive preoccupation with 
community decline, humiliation, or victimhood, 
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and by compensatory cults of unity, energy, 
and purity, in which a mass-based party of 
committed nationalist militants working 
in uneasy, but effective collaboration with 
traditional elites, abandons democratic liberties 
and pursues with redemptive violence, and 
without ethical or legal restraint, goals of 
internal cleansing and external expansion.”

 In so many words, fascism is what 
happens when a certain demographic of people 
(usually that which is already at a certain 
advantage in society), perceives themselves 
to be victimized in some way by those at a 
disadvantage.

 We see this in the U.S. when straight 
white Americans perceive BIPOC or LGBTQ+ 
people as having certain privileges in society 
due to certain efforts towards social reform. 
Because of this perceived victimhood, those in 
power may choose to unite politically (usually 
around one figurehead) and then work to 
eliminate the perceived threat presented by the 
second party by any means necessary, no matter 
whether those means happen to be violent and/
or unlawful. Paxton has also broken down the 
stages of how a fascist party may come to power 
in a nation in five steps:

1.) Intellectual Exploration

 When disillusionment with the popular  
 democracy leads to a discussion of “lost  
 national vigor”.

2.) Rooting

 When the fascist movement is aided by  
 political deadlock and polarization   
 becomes a player on a national stage.

3.) Arrival to Power

 When the conservative party invites   
 fascists to power in order to control   
 leftist opposition.

4.) Exercise of Power

 The movement and a charismatic leader  
 control the state using institutions such  
 as the police, clergy, or corporations.

5.) Radicalization and Entropy

 The state becomes radical and slips into  
 authoritarian rule.

 I am sure that most are familiar with 
the first two steps in a historical sense. Likely, 
you had to learn about Adolf Hitler, Benito 
Mussolini and Joseph Stalin. Or maybe you 
have heard in the news about how Nicolas 
Maduro, and Vladimir Putin, and Kim Jung 
Un have created real-life dystopias for those 
who live in their countries while mysteriously 
winning each election, assumedly by mass 
brainwashing or by eliminating sizable chunks 
of ballots that are marked against them. But 
those are all far away. It is hard to imagine 
that the very same things that we read about 
in history books or on the news could be 
happening in the United States.

 However, it’s not as unlikely as you 
may think. As a two-party system, our political 
infrastructure was already extremely vulnerable 
to polarization, and frankly, it has been an issue 
since the construction of our government, but 
especially with the introduction of televised 
presidential debates and elections. Issues 
and intellectual discussions have become 
sensationalized. In addition to that, as the 
world continues to grow and change in a more 
progressive direction, nostalgia tends to be 
weaponized, and used as a front for sexism, 
homophobia, racism and general intolerance. 

 I think many believe that as bad as 
things are at present, the U.S. is still the best 
place to live, based on the progress that has 
been made towards bettering life for the whole 
of society. Which is why campaign slogans, 
such as “Make America Great Again,” are so 
insidious because A.) the further back you go 
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the worse America gets for everyone except for 
the White Heterosexual Men, and B.) slogans 
like these are quite clearly reminiscent of the 
type of intellectual discussion which takes 
place before fascism begins to root itself into a 
society. 

 For now, I would like to skip the 
third step under the assumption that some of 
those reading are not already convinced that 
President Donald Trump might be a fascist 
and that democracy as we know it may be in 
danger. Let us skip to step four. 

 Starting in May of 2020, following the 
death of George Floyd, there were nationwide 
protests against police brutality. In Portland, 
Oregon these protests have continued and 
it has been shown in multiple videos by 
protestors that federal police officers have 
been arriving on the scene in unmarked vans 
and pulling protestors in and driving away. 
Regardless of your political beliefs, this is 
blatantly unconstitutional, violating the first 
amendment (right to freedom of speech, 
religion, expression, etc), fourth amendment 
(right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects against 
any unreasonable search and seizures), and 
eighth amendment.

 These officers are not reading these 
citizens their Miranda rights, nor are they 
explaining what the citizens are being arrested 
for. This shows a blatant disregard for the 
constitution and the laws in place to protect 
citizens rights. This is an example of Donald 
Trump using the police as an excessive force to 
control the citizens and is, of course, related to 
the consistent disenfranchisement of African 
American citizens going back to when this 
country was built. 

 If that is not convincing enough, the 
president is attempting to put off the election 
until the end of the pandemic, in other words, 
indefinitely, because it is not safe enough 
for people to go to the polls. Disregarding 

the fact that many states, such as Colorado, 
Washington, Oregon, Utah and Hawaii 
already use mail-in ballots with no issues, the 
President claims these mail-in ballots will 
inevitably lead to fraud, even though there is 
no research to back this claim up. 

 Furthermore, the president continues 
to claim that the U.S. is doing phenomenally in 
handling the COVID-19 pandemic, despite all 
other statistics pointing to us having the most 
cases, hospitalizations, and deaths relative to 
our population. 

 These are examples of our charismatic 
leader using blatant misinformation in an 
attempt to further control the people. 

 And finally, I would also like to point 
out that Donald Trump has officially listed 
ANTIFA as a terrorist organization, despite 
the fact that ANTIFA is not an organized 
group of individuals looking to gain power by 
use of fear tactics and terror, but actually just 
a title for people working against the spread of 
fascism.

 And maybe you think “well sure, 
this is all pretty bad. But there is no way we 
are ever going to get as bad as any of those 
other places,” and if that is the case then 
allow me to remind you that this country still 
has concentration camps filled with Latin 
American immigrants, and that our current 
prison system is basically legalized slavery.

 When you think about it, the reality 
this country is faced with really isn’t much 
better than any of the aforementioned 
countries.

 For more insight, Max Weinberg, a 
Political Science major at NEC, put the issue 
into perspective very eloquently. When asked 
if he is concerned with fascism, particularly 
U.S. fascism, he said: “I definitely believe 
people should be concerned about the global 
rise in fascism because we aren’t immune here 
in the U.S. People always say it can’t happen 
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here but we’ve seen over the last four years 
with Trump an attack on our democratic 
institutions. Talking about postponing the 
election, and doing everything he can to 
disrupt the mail to effect mail-in voting is the 
kind of danger we need to look out for.

 “We are only as strong as our most 
recent election. Many countries around the 
world have installed their own version of 
Trump or wannabee Putin’s, something we 
haven’t seen since the rise of fascism in the 
1930’s. We have seen the way he talks about 
professional athletes using their freedom of 
speech to protest during the National Anthem. 
Asking them to be fired or banned and not 
allowed to speak out. Even more recent, we 
have the seen deployment of federal troops to 
Portland, throwing people in unmarked cars 
and terrorizing the streets. We have seen this 
all happen before. When pressed, they even 
used the same defense the Nazi’s used at the 
Nuremberg trials, ‘We were only following 
orders.’

 “In 2016 Trump would use his 
famous chant of ‘lock her up’ during his 
rallies. Threatening to lock up your political 
opponents is what actually happens in 
authoritarian governments. It’s also worth 
pointing out he wasn’t even actually elected 
by the people. He lost the election by over 3 
million votes, I can’t stress that enough. We 
didn’t want him.

 “I also worry that he won’t leave if he 
loses in November. He’ll make up whatever he 
can to avoid leaving. We all take democracy 
for granted but it only takes one Trump 
to break it forever. I think he wants to be 
President for life and I worry our election and 
democracy are not safe.”

 Furthermore, according to NEC 
Political Science Professor Kyrie Kowalik: 
“Fascism has been on the rise in recent years 
across the world. I think it is something that 
we always should see as a potential threat. 

One thing that many people forget is that 
Hitler was first elected to government. It was 
through elections that he received his power. 
While the US has strong political institutions 
and a strong political culture, it is important 
to keep this in mind when voting for potential 
candidates. This is something that will always 
be a threat to any country, so regardless 
of where you stand at the moment, it is 
important to be watchful and vigilant, because 
fascism is illusive, insidious, and we are all 
vulnerable.”

 Back to my initial point, fascism is not 
about Democrat vs. Republican. It’s not about 
us vs. them. It is about the rights of all of us 
being put in danger. It is about the people 
being put at risk of manipulation and having 
their beliefs weaponized to do harm unto 
others.

 I implore you, fellow citizens, to pay 
attention to your surroundings and to go to 
the polls, not as a liberal or a conservative 
or right-wing or leftist, but as a cautious and 
educated American looking to stop this train 
before it is too late. Because one day it will be 
too late.
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DOWNPLAYING CLIMATE 
CHANGE: THE WHITE 

HOUSE AND RYAN MAUE

Political influence is choking science to 
silence. 
 

 The National Atmospheric and Oc
eanic Atmospheric Administration (NO
AA) replaced the acting chief scientist, 
Craig McLean, with a new full-time hire: 
Ryan Maue. The decision was encouraged 
by the White House and is actively 
pending a completion of security and 
ethics reviews before Maue’s appointment 
is authorized. Maue’s appointment as 
NOAA’s chief scientist comes with 
responsibility for helping to establish 
atmosphere and ocean research policies. 
 
 Additionally, Maue would be 
responsible for enforcing scientific integrity 
policies. 
 
 Scientific integrity revolves 
around ensuring the best practices of 
researchers. The quality and integrity 
of scientific work is important because 
the public must be able to trust the 
quality of the information being relayed 
to them. Scientific integrity also promotes 
moral and social values, such as health, 
safety, and compliance with the law. 
 
 The scientific integrity policies of 
NOAA are in place to prevent political 
influence from obstructing scientific work 

and research that NOAA conducts. The 
policies also stand to prevent politics from 
eclipsing the communication of scientists’ 
findings to the public. The current chief 
scientist, Craig McLean, launched an 
investigation on the actions that NOAA 
leadership took during the controversy that 
occurred involving the agencies support for 
President Trump’s erroneous claims about 
the path of Hurricane Dorian. 
 
 Maue has previously denounced 
Democrats and climate activists for 
supporting cuts for fossil fuel emissions by 
connecting severe weather events to 
global warming; Maue does not take into 
account that greenhouse gas emissions 
are human-driven, warming the planet 
like a sauna and causing detrimental 
impacts globally. Recently, he has 
become particularly critical of California 
Governor Gavin Newsom connecting 
wildfires to climate change despite climate 
change exacerbating heat waves which 
contributes to making more favorable 
conditions for wildfires. 
 
 Throughout Donald Trump’s 
presidency, NOAA has gone through 
several directors and an acting chief 
scientist; these changes do not require 
Senate confirmation or approval. The 
flags are red and waving, seeing that 

Nevada Elkins

15

MAGAZINE



Photo Courtesy of:pri.org

Trump has appeared to write off climate 
change in the past. For instance, after 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change released a climate report in 2018, 
Trump responded to a question outside 
the White House about the finding that u
naddressed global warming would wreak 
havoc on the economy and environment, 
essentially burying the report with the 
comment, “I don’t believe it.” 
 
 In 2016, Trump claimed climate 
change was a hoax during his election 
campaign. Ever since, he has never seemed 
to take a clear stance on the climate crisis. 
Now he has taken a stance by appointing 
Maue, who has a history of not supporting 
an aggressive climate policy while targeting 
climate scientists and activists with whom 
he disagrees. 
 
 In 2019, Maue told E&E News that 
he  agreed with Pat Michaels, a climate 
researcher and fellow colleague, who argues 
for “lukewarming,” a concept that rejects 
predictions about the effects of climate 

change. 
 
 Maue explained that "lukewarming is 
not climate denial,” and added, “Most of 
us on this side of the issue believe in lower 
climate sensitivity. We don’t believe there’s 
going to be 5 degrees of warming; we 
figure its at the lower end of 1.5 degrees.” 
 
 The report the IPCC released in 2018 
is a warning of what will occur if there is 
a 1.5°C increase in temperature and those 
effects seem far from “lukewarm.” 
 
 Now is the time to be aggressive 
about saving the planet; it is not a 
time to turn a blind eye while the west 
coast burns, the ocean boils coral reefs 
into limestone cemeteries and ice shelves 
are tearing from their restraints. 
 
 This is not lukewarm. This is not 
scientific integrity. This is political, wrong, 
and destructive.
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WHO ARE YOU VOTING FOR?

*Results shown are from a compilation of 30 different accounts, accumulated 
from thenewenglandernec Instagram page. 
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SPORTS AND SOCIAL 
JUSTICE: 

COLIN KAPERNICK
Cashana Diggs

In 2016, Colin Kaepernick made 
the controversial decision to 
take a knee during the National 

Anthem as a form of political 
protest. His silent, yet powerful, 
protesting of police brutality in 
America cost Kaepernick his career 
as a professional football player for 
the San Francisco 49ers.
 Inadvertently Kaepernick 
also became a trailblazer for the 
intersectionality of sports and social 
justice.

 

 Kaepernick’s activism did 
not die on the field. He directed 
his energy toward educating 
Black and Brown children about 
their rights through the Know 
Your Rights Camp (KYRC). 
Their mission is “to advance the 

liberation and well-being of Black 
and Brown communities through 
education, self-empowerment, 
mass-mobilization and the creation 
of new systems that elevate the next 
generation of change leaders.”
 So far, the Know Your Rights 
Camp has been conducted in cities 
in Europe and across the United 
States, including Atlanta, Baltimore, 
Amsterdam, New Orleans, Chicago, 
New York City, and Oakland.

 Last year, Kaepernick not 
only announced his impending 
memoir, which details the events 
leading up to his protest against 
systemic oppression, but the start 
up of his own publishing house. 
Kaepernick’s aim is to amplify Black 
voices and the stories they have to 
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share with the world. “By elevating a new 
generation of writers and creators, we seek 
to inspire all generations of readers and 
listeners through the development and 
publication of meaningful works.”
 Kaepernick Publishing does not 
currently accept submissions, but he will 
be publishing his memoir through the 
company.

 Currently, Kaepernick Publishing 
is calling for the abolition of police and 
prisons and partnering with LEVEL by 
publishing 30 stories from organizers, 
political prisoners, scholars, and advocates. 
Activists are advocating for permanent 
solutions to police brutality and mass 
incarceration, which disproportionately 
and negatively affects Black and Brown 
communities across the United States. 
Reform has proven to be an ineffective 
remedy to these institutional and systemic 
problems. LEVEL says: “Not only do 

police and prisons fail to make us safer, but 
reform has only strengthened their most 
toxic and ingrained practices.”

 Systemic oppression has never 
died in the United States, reappearing 
in different forms throughout history. 
From slavery, to Jim Crow, and now, 
mass incarceration. The relationship 
between Black people and BIPOC (Black, 
Indigenous, and People Of Color) and 
the police has always been strained. It is 
time to discuss a future with community 
based solutions to crime. Just as it is also 
time to discuss a future without for-profit 
prisons, which directly benefit from mass 
incarceration.
 A future where being Black is 
not a cause of death, or a motive for 
prejudicial sentencing – where Black is not 
synonymous with guilt.



SIMPLE WAYS TO BE AN 
INFORMED VOTER

Lia Mulqueen

We are, without a doubt, in 
the midst of an extremely 
turbulent time in our 

nation’s history. With the 2020 
election around the corner, many 
are looking forward with a mixture 
of hope and dread, regardless of 
where they stand politically. 
 
 For those who need to 
hear it, your vote does matter; 
our democratic system functions 
properly only if everyone 
participates. 
 
 However, with that comes the 
added responsibility on the voters 
to not only show up to the polls (or 
in the case of this election, show 
up to the mailbox), but to also be 
informed on what and who they are 
voting for. It is likely, if you are a 
college student, that this is the first 
presidential election that you are 
going to be participating in. 
 
 That is so exciting, but also 
very stressful. 
 
 There's a lot of pressure 
that comes with casting your vote. 
Perhaps the idea of choosing the 
candidate for whatever party your 

parents usually vote for is appealing. 
But if you don’t know what you are 
voting for, how can you possibly 
hope to see the changes you want? 
 
 With all that said, here 
are some ways that you can be an 
informed voter in this upcoming 
election. 
 
 1. Keep up with the news 
 Most major networks have 
mobile apps that you can download 
to make checking the news easy and 
convenient. You can make a habit of 
checking in the morning, while you 
drink your coffee, before you go to 
bed or during the times you might 
be scrolling through Instagram or 
Twitter. 
 
 By staying up to date with 
what’s happening in the world, and 
in the United States, you can form a 
better idea of the things you would 
like to change. 
 
 2. Know the issues 
 
 Know what the big issues 
on the table are. This election is 
going to focus heavily on reform in 
regards to the environment, the 

20

MAGAZINE



police, health care and many other things. 
It is important that you consider what these 
issues mean to you, where you stand, and 
why that is.  
 
 3. Know the Candidates 
 
 One of the best things you can do to 
get a sense of the candidates is to watch the 
debates on television. This will not only give 
you an idea of who the candidates are and 
what they intend to do if elected, but it will 
also show you how the candidates are (or 
are not) able to handle a civil discourse with 
a person who holds differing and opposing 
views. 
 
 Following the candidates on social 
media will also give you daily reminders 
of who these politicians are and what 
promises they are making. 

 4. Know what is at stake 
 
 Above all, as a voter, it is your 
responsibility to consider the impact 
your vote has not only on your life, but 
on the lives of those who will follow you. 
Before you vote, take some serious time to 
consider the effect that your vote may have 
on the generations to come. 
 
~ 
 
 Be sure to always keep your mind 
open. Get your news from multiple sources 
and consider every argument thoughtfully. 
Voting is a big responsibility and doing it 
right can take up a lot of your time and 
energy, but our democracy only works if 
we all do our best to remain informed and 
active!
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1. If economic globalization is inevitable, it 
should primarily serve humanity rather than 
the interests of trans-national corporations.

 a. Agree 

 b. Disagree 

 2. I’d always support my country, whether it 
was right or wrong.’

 c. Agree 

 d.Disagree 

3. People are ultimately divided more by class 
than by nationality.

 a. Agree 

 b. Disagree 

4. Military action that defies international 
law is sometimes justified.

 c. Agree 

 d.Disagree

5. Because corporations cannot be trusted 
to voluntarily protect the environment, they 
require regulation.

 a. Agree 

 b. Disagree 

6. Abortion, when the woman’s life is not 
threatened, should always be illegal.

 c.Agree 

 d.Disagree 

7. The freer the market, the freer the people

 a. Disagree

 b. Agree 

8. All authority should be questioned

 c. Disagree 

 d. Agree 

9. Those with the ability to pay should have 
access to higher standards of medical care

 a. Disagree 

 b. Agree 

10. Possessing marijuana for personal use 
should not be a criminal offense.

 c. Agree 

 d. Disagree 

11. The businessperson and the manufacturer 
ar more important than the writer and the 
artist

 a. Disagree 

 b. Agree 

12. There are no savage and civilized peoples; 
tere are only different cultures.

 c. Disagree 

 d. Agree 

13. Controlling inflation is more important 
than controlling unemployment.

 a. Disagree 

 b. Agree 

14. Although the electronic age makes official 
surveillance easier, only wrongdoers need to 
be worried

 c. Agree

 d. Disagree 

15.  Land shouldn’t be a commodity to be 

The following is a simplified version of the 
Political Compass Test, a test designed to 
illustrate where you fall both socially and 

economically based upon how you answer 
the questions. Keep track of your answers!

POLITICAL 
COMPASS QUIZ
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bought and sold.

 a. Agree 

 b. Disagree 

16. The death penalty should be an option for 
the most serious crimes.

 c. Agree

 d. Disagree 

17.  The rich are too highly taxed.

 a. Disagree

 b. Agree 

18. What goes on in a private bedroom 
between consenting adults is no business of the 
state.

 c. Disagree

 d. Agree

19. A genuine free market requires restrictions 
on the ability of predator multinationals to 
create monopolies.

 a. Agree

 b. Disagree

20.  In a civilized society, one must always have 
people above to be obeyed and people below to 
be commanded.

 c. Agree 

 d. Disagree 

with the letter D mover your placement 
down one square. Your final placement is 
an approximation of where you fall on the 
Political Compass. But what does it all mean?

 The line moving from left to right 
(the X-axis) is meant to represent your 
economic values, the far-left representing a 
desire for a more controlled economy such 
as a communist system, and the far-right 
representing a desire for a completely free 
market, or an ultra-capitalist system.

 The Line moving up and down (the 
Y-axis) is meant to represent your social 
values. The further up you go represents a 
desire for more government control over 
the lives and liberties of the individuals, 
and the further down you go represents a 
desire for more liberty and freedom with less 
government control. 

To find out where you fall on the 
political compass start at the center of 
the grid (0,0). For every question that 

you answered with the letter A move your 
placement to the left one square. For every 
question that you answered with the letter B 
move your placement to the right one square. 
For every question that you answered with 
the letter C move your placement up one 
square. For every question that you answered 

For a more detailed test: https://www.politicalcompass.org/test
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Want to be involved in The NewEnglander? Email thenewenglander@nec.edu to get started!


